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aktaPD’s Sheree A. Mann Advocates for Research Spending with Capitol Hill Lawmakers 

(RALEIGH, NC/BOSTON MA) Sheree A. Mann, Head of Operations and Marketing 
at akta Pharmaceutical Development ™ (aktaPD), an open-architecture business 
consortium and international life science industry partner that provides clients with 
experts in all phases of product development, went to Capitol Hill on May 11 and 
12 to advocate for more National Institutes of Health (NIH) funding for scientific 
research and to protect the new, healthier school lunch program. Mann was one of 
380 advocates from all 50 states to participate in You’re the Cure on the Hill 2015, 
a campaign to encourage lawmakers to prioritize the fight against the nation’s No. 
1 and No. 5 killers: heart disease and obesity.  She went to The Hill in her role as 
a member of the NC Triangle Metro Chapter’s American Heart Association Board 
of Directors (since 2012) and a national board member of the Mid-Atlantic Affiliate 
American Heart Association (since 2013) which includes North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Maryland, Virginia, and Washington, DC. 

“This is important work,” Mann explained. “NIH funding seeds research primarily in 
small and mid-sized companies, those doing the most innovative research and 
development. Without that capital, these small and mid-sized companies can’t 
survive: the meaningful research dies and the opportunity to really help patients 
across a broad spectrum of diseases dies too.” 

During the two-day lobby event to build healthier communities through policy 
change, Mann and the other advocates urged legislators to boost the funding of important NIH research, particularly in 
the areas of heart disease and stroke, and to safeguard kids from the health challenges of obesity by protecting the 
strong nutrition standards in the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act which ensures nutritious food in the nation’s schools. 
North Carolina is distinguished for its 100% compliance with the act. Mann met with Senator Thom Tillis (R), the 
legislative staff of Senator Richard Burr (R), and Congressman George Holding (R).

Of equal importance to Mann, a mother, is the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act, a 2002 bill that tackled the foods served in 

the nation’s schools. The act resulted in not only new nutrition standards but also the removal of vending machines and 
sugary snacks and the addition of salad bars and healthier options. “We asked our lawmakers not to backslide, we want 
them to protect the progress we’ve made in fighting obesity,” Mann stated.  “Healthy kids become healthy adults who 
become healthy patients which means better outcomes for everyone. We’re passionate about protecting future 
generations and creating a better, healthier life.”    

According to Sloan Garner, RVP, Communications and Marketing, American Heart Association, it was an exciting event 
of passionate advocates meeting face-to-face with their lawmakers and thousands of supportive voices from around the 
country who backed them up with phone calls, emails, tweets, and Facebook posts. “It is critical for our lawmakers to 
hear from constituents on the issues that are most important to them,” Garner commented. “When volunteers such as 
Sheree and thousands of advocates across the country like her share their personal passion for policies that will create 
a healthier future for our country, lawmakers listen.”

For Mann, the experience was eye-opening.  “It was amazing,” she said. “There was an extraordinary amount of 
preparation for a 25-minute conversation. But, what I found most powerful and relatable wasn’t the facts and data: it 
was the real stories.  That’s what made our message compelling and, I hope, successful!”   

Headquartered in Boston with a US branch office in Raleigh, NC and international branches in Sweden, Canada, and 
Germany, aktaPD is an international company that engages in the design, development, and commercialization of 
treatments for diseases. Working with biopharmaceutical and private investment companies as well as academic and 
government institutions, aktaPD provides expertise in preclinical and clinical development, regulatory affairs, 
leadership, manufacturing, marketing, operations, technology, and knowledge transfer.  For more information, visit 
aktapd.com or call 919.845.0900, extension 202. 

http://aktapd.com
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